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ORANGE-STAINED BEAMS and unpeeled logs sawed flat on two sides replaced
load-bearing walls in kitchen area, layering support within open volume.
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Witty, colorful, and very much
accessible by wheelchair

EARED TO THE
requirements of a
physically disabled
professor and his
family, the remodel-
ing of this 1920s
bungalow garnered words of
praise from the jury like “witty,”
“fun without trendy gimmicks,” a
project with “comfortable grace,”
and “a spirit of innovation.”

It’s most impressive because it
succeeds on its own visual merits,
“embracing handicap require-
ments as a design enhancement
rather than the constraint they

ROLL-UP prep area near dining
room doubles as buffet service.

DARROW M. WATT

usually become,” Jones noted.
Beginning at the sidewalk, the
ground was sloped up 8°, disguis-
ing the inclined wheelchair ramp.
On the interior of the bunga-
low, doorways were widened to
improve the flow to the rear of
the house. There, a clutch of
small rooms has been pooled into
a sunny kitchen that opens to the
rear garden. Inlays of contrasting
hardwood flooring playfully trace
where torn-out walls used to be.
Unused attic space was trans-
formed into guest quarters. A
new master suite that extends be-

yond the family room is sur-
rounded by a large deck and a
raised garden, creating, as Simon
observed, “outdoor spaces that
are nice counterpoints to the in-
door rooms.”

The house’s interior is brim-
ming with color, has an upbeat
feeling, and is full of surprises
such as the exposed skip sheath-
ing overhead and the colorful
built-in furniture. New features
pay homage to the existing archi-
tecture while retaining their own
identity; as Hood put it, “the new
sits lightly on the old.”
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FRONT OF HOUSE
is unchanged from
original (at top).
In rear, 6-foot
addition created
skylit kitchen bay.
New master suite

- gy 4 replaced
HISSING SNAKE guards landing, BRILLIANT COLOR calls out new windows behind sitting area; square tumbledown
bath, guest rooms added in attic. panes and grid pattern give nod to existing windows, left white. garage.
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